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Editor’s Note
Five years ago, doctors from Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, China, Indonesia, Singapore,
Malaysia and Australia who were interested in arrhythmia gathered in Seoul during the First
Asia-Paciﬁc Atrial Fibrillation Symposium and decided to establish the Asia Paciﬁc Heart
Rhythm Society (APHRS). Dr. Masayasu Hiraoka was elected President and Dr. Shih-Ann
Chen was elected Secretary General. The ﬁrst APHRS scientiﬁc meeting was held in
Singapore (2008) and the second was held in Beijing (2009) with more than 2000
participants.
In the past 10 years, contribution from the Asia-Paciﬁc region to the ﬁeld of arrhythmia
has been rapidly increasing. A substantial number of abstracts from the Asian-Paciﬁc region
have been submitted to Annual Scientiﬁc Sessions of the Heart Rhythm Society and this
number is increasing every year. Also, papers in the ﬁeld of arrhythmia from this region
have been published in peer review journals in the U.S.A., Europe and Japan. The contents
of the papers include clinical electrophysiology, catheter ablation, cardiac devices, basic
research, and genetics. I am sure that excellent papers will continue to come out from the
Asia-Paciﬁc region. So it is quite timely that APHRS now has an oﬃcial journal that will
not only help to promote research by APHRS members but also enable the sharing of ideas,
experiences, and knowledge among APHRS members.
The Journal of Arrhythmia, the oﬃcial journal of the Japanese Heart Rhythm Society for
26 years, kindly made an oﬀer to also become the oﬃcial journal of APHRS. After intensive
negotiations between the two heart rhythm societies, I am very happy to announce that
JHRS and APHRS have ﬁnally reached an agreement, and the Journal of Arrhythmia will
oﬃcially become the oﬃcial journal of the two heart rhythm societies. I am very grateful
to board members, editorial committee members, and members of JHRS for allowing the
Journal of Arrhythmia to become the oﬃcial journal of APHRS along with JHRS. I am sure
that being the oﬃcial journal of two heart rhythm societies will beneﬁt not only members of
APHRS but also those of JHRS.
From now on, the two heart rhythm societies will share the editorial duties of the journal.
Representing APHRS, I was elected as co-chief editor and Dr. Kalman was elected as
associated editor of the journal. Also, twenty editorial board members representing APHRS
were elected from the Asia Paciﬁc region, including Korea, Mainland China, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, and Japan. It will take time and hard work to improve the
journal, but with the combined eﬀort of APHRS and JHRS and the support of the members
of the two heart rhythm societies, the journal will improve not only in quantity but also in
quality. I hope it will become a leading academic and clinical arrhythmia journal in the near
future.
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